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Recent years have seen a significant increase in the volume 
and public exposure of materials challenges in school libraries. 
These contemporary challenges distinguish themselves from 
prior challenges by their focus on materials relating to issues 
of diversity, equity, and inclusion, as well as the 

aggressiveness of their tactics and their tendency to disregard official library policies for 
the submitting and handling of materials challenges. While most of these challenge 
efforts attempt to present themselves as merely grassroots products of earnest local 
concern about the materials in school libraries, they often have their origins in national-
level censorship organizations and conservative politicians. Diverse material in school 
libraries is valuable because it affirms the experiences of the marginalized, exposes 
cultural insiders to new perspectives and worldviews, and allows young people to develop 
more healthily by giving them a space to explore their identities without pressure to 
conform to peer or adult ideology. This project aims to expose the social and political 
forces motivating the recent wave of materials challenges, describe the malicious tactics 
that challengers often employ, and explore the ways that libraries and their supporters 
have combated challenges. By understanding these things, a comprehensive framework 
for opposing challenge efforts can be developed. To this end, the author collated a variety 
of articles, academic materials, and essays from librarians on various elements of the 
issue. From this research, the author concluded that the essential elements of effective 
efforts to combat materials challenges in school libraries are building a strong network of 
personal and professional support, spreading public awareness of challenges via social 
media, and proactively revising policy to minimize the potential for exploitation by bad 
faith actors. 
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